CSD Youth / US Delegation Meeting

Karen Kurcyk (???) – Nat’l Wildlife Federation, NGO advocate in US delegation

Jeri Burke (sp), Dept of Agriculture

Brett G. Pomainville, Office of Policy Coordination and Initiatives, Bureau of Ocecans and International Environemental and Scientific Affairs

What are plans for US for 

US Del passed out revised handouts for Potential Outcomes

Sayida – asked about youth delegate on US delegation?

Education – Learning Institute (informal learning) at UN functions for learning and technology transfer (“adult education”).   Primary, secondary, and tertiary education – get contact list for Higher Education coordinators (Katherine Searcy will get from Jeri Burke), they realize that youth are important to lobby for decade of education on SD,  <I stepped out>,  virtual learning center at CSD and other events just started,  

Cindy – commented that learning information more important at local levels for people who can’t even attend CSD events, also only useful to delegations who send more than one person

Karen – NGOs can also facilitate in addition to gov’t

Jeri – Commented on Princeton side event, said youth are good major group to help with education and become strong players

What is US position to adding education as cross-cutting theme?

Focus is shifting to implementation, not on setting new rules and policies,  CSD 11 is opportunity to change the way we work, reiterate that US supports one theme per cycle, focus efforts , JPOI calls for focused discussions,  water then energy, Describes “Prism” approach

Catherine (Malaysia) emphasizes that bringing water doesn’t solve SD problem

Brett – Water isn’t to exclusion of education, but must meet basic needs,  so that people, especially women, can take advantage of education opportunities

Jeri – themes will require community involvement and thus require education

Carlos – discussed water distribution inequity in Central America, esp. Mexico;  situation doesn’t change because no international pressure and Mexico won’t bring it up because they don’t want to draw attention to their own problems

Major Group participation – Brett says that Major Group “stakeholder” participation addressed in point C of handout, says that many actors beyond on major groups need to have access and input, Lisa points out that this is actually renegotiating Major Group participation when they said earlier they didn’t want to renegotiate

Woman discussed SARD initiative group that engages all major groups…

Ray reiterates need for youth delegate

Sam – Nat’l Youth Council for SD, Jeri familiar with proposal

Request Focal Point – Barrit Riffin and Jeri will help, not necessarily a mandate, but definitely a contact

Burcak  asks about process for selecting Youth delegate to WSSD and why no US youth delegate at prep coms when delegation so big.  Reply that delegation not there the entire time, not as big as seems

Emphasized need for transparent process

Carlos asks about US’s position since Iraq – no substantive response

